Town of Plymouth Newsletter

October 2017
Town Office Hours
Mon: 11 to 6
Tues - Thurs: 11 to 4
Fri -7 am to noon
________________
Animal Control:
Crystal: 716 - 6338

What’s Happening
Around Town







Rabies Clinic,
Wednesday Oct 25th
Veteran’s Day
ceremony, Saturday,
November 11th
Tree lighting
ceremony November
26th
Christmas Celebration Dec. 17th

Thank you!!
Elmer and Gloria Long for
the new picnic table under
the apple tree at the
walking path.
Martha Bradley for staining
& weatherizing the table.
Robin Lundstrom for all
her work updating
the cemetery maps.

Town office: 257- 4646
Fax: 257- 2118
E-mail: Plymouth@midmaine.com

Post Office: 257- 4303

Veteran’s Day Flag Raising Ceremony
Open to the Public
Saturday, November 11
At 1:00 p.m. at the Honor Roll
In the center of town
All veterans, please plan to attend!
There will be a flag raising ceremony to honor
and recognize our veterans.
We plan to have a group photo taken at the Honor Roll.
Also, please join us for cake and refreshments at the
Grange Hall immediately following the ceremony.
Please Call Linda Seavey with any questions 257-4223
Rabies Clinic
Wednesday, October 25th
5 pm to 6 pm
At the Plymouth Fire Station
Rabies Vaccines are $8
CASH OR CHECK ONLY
Sorry, no other vaccines will be available
Dog Licensing will be available at the same time
Spay/ Neuter — $6
Male/Female — $11
Handy Man Wanted!

The Board of Selectmen are looking for someone who might be
interested in taking down a few walls inside the Quonset Hut in
exchange for keeping any materials (such as studs & insulation)
removed.
Contact the town office if you are interested or know someone who
might be!

The Town Office will be CLOSED on the following days:
Friday, November 10th, in recognition of Veteran’s Day.
Thursday, November 23rd and Friday, November 24th, in observance of Thanksgiving.
Monday, December 25th in observance of Christmas.
Monday, January 1, 2018 in observance of New Year’s Day
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Cemetery Committee Update
The cemetery committee has been working on improving the appearance of the cemeteries.
A new sign has been ordered for Sawyer Cemetery to replace the deteriorated one that is
currently there. 3 driveways have been repaired at this time.
We would like to send out a huge THANK YOU for donations to:

Sargent’s, B&C Sand & Gravel, Heath Skinner & Richard MacIntosh for
donating materials, time and equipment for the driveways.
Dates are being updated on the cemetery maps — thank you volunteers!

Plymouth residents will vote next year at Town Meeting on changing to a fee for
resident burial lots. At this time they are still free for residents.
The lot size is 10x20 and can be used for 4 regular casket burials or 12 cremations.
The rule still stands that you will have 90 days after lot assignment to have the
professionally produced granite cornerstone markers installed on all four corners of
your cemetery lot, whether for the free lot or for a paid lot. If this is not done
within the 90 days, the lot may be reassigned to someone else.
If you are interested in a burial lot, please call Doug Woodard, Town Sexton at
249-9717 to make an appointment.

An Interview with School Board Representative William MacDonald,
by Linda Seavey, Third Selectman
Q. Tell me about the school budget, are we going to get any of the extra funds back?
A. In 2016, when towns committed their taxes, they based their numbers on the original
totals that were presented by the RSU budget committee at the May meeting. However,
the amount ultimately approved by the voters in November was lower than the numbers
presented at the May meeting by $13,299.22 for Plymouth.
*(Note from the town office: The town applied this overpayment in 2017. The $13,299.22
was refunded to the taxpayers by crediting the $13,299.22 towards the 2017 taxes. None of
the funds were kept by the town.)

Q. What about the 2017 school budget, will the towns receive any of the extra money back
that the legislature approved?
A. The Town of Plymouth’s share of the RSU #19 budget is up 8.18% from last year.
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When we passed the RSU #19 budget for 2017, the State of Maine hadn’t finalized the school
funding amounts. The RSU #19 budget for 2017 was based on the estimates that were given
to the RSU by the State office. When the legislature convened and voted, they increased the
state subsidy allocation to our school district by $717,034.99.
One of the articles passed by the voters at the RSU #19 budget meeting gave the school
board permission to decide what to do with any additional funding that might be received.
Q. What is the school district going to do with the extra money?

A. The school board is now discussing how to utilize the extra funds. There are two issues
that the board wants to resolve before they make a decision:
1. The teacher contracts are still in negotiation, and have not been
finalized.
2. The administrators’ contracts — they have not received a raise in three years.
Also, the school board finance committee feels that the more responsible action is to
put any extra funds away. The State requires that the school district maintain a positive fund
balance.
“The school district hasn’t had a positive ‘fund balance’ in many years. The finance committee believes the soundest fiscal move is to take the leftover State subsidy and keep it as a
fund balance for future expenditures. This is similar to the fund balance that is held by towns
for unexpected expenses.”
*(Note from the Town Office: The town does have a fund balance at the end of the year— this
money is used to keep the town operating until September when the tax bills go out. It has
been in place for many, many years, and comes mainly from interest on taxes or money that is
budgeted but not spent— for example, the Town Ways budget for 2016 was $100,000 but expenditures were only $48,268.36. The unexpended money went into the fund balance, and the
townspeople voted to apply it to the paving bond to pay it off more quickly and save interest
costs. The town DOES NOT spend any money that is not budgeted and voted on by the townspeople, and is forbidden by law from using the fund balance for “unexpected expenses” without a special town meeting and vote by townspeople. ).

Grange Hall Rental Fee Increase for Plymouth Residents
Rental fee for the grange hall has been increased to $50 for 3 hours for residents, plus a $25
key deposit. This increase will be used help to offset the cost of cleaning and maintaining the
building.
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Spotlight on Local Businesses
by Linda Seavey

ElectFarr
ElectFarr Inc. is a powerline construction company installing private powerlines and service poles in the central Maine area. ElectFarr Inc. is currently located at 1433 Moosehead Trail in Plymouth. The company was
started in February 2017 and currently employs two employees. The owner Arrin Farrar is a Journeyman
Lineman through IBEW Local 104. Arrin graduated Nokomis Regional High in 1992 and enrolled in The
Heavy Equipment Operation Program at now Washington County Community College. After graduation from
WCCC Arrin moved to Georgia and landed a job as a welder with a Rail Road Company (TTX Rail) After
completing the TTX Rail apprenticeship program Arrin moved to Pennsylvania. There he started as a Heavy
Equipment Operator then promoted to Construction Stakeout Surveying. After surveying and cadd drafting for
a combined 12 years between Pennsylvania and Maine Arrin joined Cianbro as a Field Engineer. After 3 years
as a Field Engineer Arrin set out to become a Lineman. He applied and was accepted into IBEW 104 apprenticeship. In 2015 Arrin earned the Journeyman Lineman Certificate. He set out to become a Project Manager
for a huge powerline company LE Myers in 2016. After a fatal plane crash, Arrin survived with severe injuries and worked hard through physical therapy to be back working as a Lineman 6 months after the accident.
Arrin worked for a couple of companies through the Union since then before setting out on his own.
--

Arrin Farrar
(207) 355-5822 cell

If you would like to have your Plymouth-based business featured in our next newsletter,
please email the Town Office at Plymouth@midmaine.com or contact Linda Seavey.

Christmas Celebration

Join us Sunday December 17th at 2 p.m. for a Christmas Celebration at the Plymouth Grange
Hall. There will be live music with the Con-Brio Brass Band! Refreshments will be served.
There will also be a special appearance by Santa Claus!

Tree Lighting Ceremony
Bring your kids to the Grange Hall on
November 26th @ 2 pm to make decorations
for the Town’s Christmas Trees. A tree lighting
ceremony will immediately follow.

Volunteers Needed!

The Plymouth Volunteer Fire Department and the
selectman are looking for people who might be
interested in assisting in grant writing in
hopes of obtaining funding to build a
brand new fire station!

Need to reach a Selectman?

Call 257- 4646 or email the Town Office at Plymouth@midmaine.com to leave a message. Or you can
call them directly:
Adam: 416-7077
Mike: 745-5399
Linda: 257-4223

